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The decision of the Gov«rnna»nbylto 


build the ‘“affleft emo&lal 


C olleger In the Tconomio ^ardebyfeonveysd In letter 4240/21 dated 
26th July, 1921 


8 been communicated to the ^ardens'* 

c ommittee together 7 ^with my letter 487/21 of April 25th, 1921 to 

A 

which the Government *8 letter quoted was the reply. 

I had sequested that the Government would do two things.'— 

(i) would decide at once definitely to leave the corner of the 


Economic hardens 

carrying 

the hardens 

houses with 

the 

*ard efts 

rm * 

and (ii) would 

decide 

the fate 

of 

the 

rent of 

the 

*arden 






firat 


- 

within a year. 

The reply does 

not 

meet 

nyV request^/ 

at all 

• 

2. As a consequence 

of the 

decision 

to put 

the 

^affles 

memorial College 

into the 

Garden 

and 

of 

the want 

of 

any 


decision in regard to my first request the following works are 
held up in the Public Works department ; — 

aj the building of a house for the Assistant Curator, ^arkSj 
sanctioned, and budgetted for in item 19 one. 127 of the ^st^imateSj 
urged and re-urged by me without any effect; needed when on 
Sfth the officer in question'arrived, and still needed* 
b) the rebuilding of the Watchmen^ Quarters, budgetted for in 
item /23 on p* 127 of the T'sjimates* The old quarters have been 
patched at the u ardens expense; but storms souse the men_s 

T t n 

bedding, and the condition is altogether wrong. 

o) the building of line# for 12 single and 10 married tamilB 
budgetted. for in item 7 on p. 124 of the lietimatee, and veiy 
badly needed* 

the filling of the Cluny Xake, an anti-malarial measure, 
for whffeh the Public Works department teav^^becn asked to 
estimate^ #v tC . 

^ot one of these works is a matter which requires re-con¬ 
sideration because fewer c otiieB will be rquired when the 
Economic garden is abandoned; ji^M***- -- 

pojie of the buildings mentioned in the last paragraph 
appear to me at all likely to lie in the way of the college 


3 














and X lofck upon the Government 6 postponement of an answer 
to ny request as the result of w^/want of knowledge of the jj 

u ardens # to (the Secretariat? , . ^ y 

_ v ---- uL^l 

^3 There ia another bui Iding ^ ttart will almost certainly be 

> 

in the way of the College, namely the subordinates line* 

The rebuilding of this will,d>e £b>l ee € , have to be faced; * 
and^ in re-building^ the qwawtsrrr shoulu be " wad e - - Ittrg^r so 
as to accomodate the new ^boratory suiatant and the 
new ^useum Assistant, and an Overseer as well. 

As I have pointed out elsewhere the Economic ^arden 

(y C a/ « 

besides housing our officers and labour, consists of an 

(*/ 

experimental ground and ^ of an Arboretum of eaomomic trees 
planted in grass. This latter is virtually an extension of 
the Botanic M rden; and so much so that in my report 
upon the complete utilisation of the Economic arden 1 

* , u 

^ suggested that it be roaded just as the Botanic arden i®- 

/UjtJ u% £u* c-f.lin /Lul. ^ b-tjv~*4L. //; y ^ 

a Bu s h 4 - A view^I put be^fe thW=“ Committee which His Excellency 
appointed last year^ to report • on the Economic harden as 
suitable for building sites, and aim I represented to them 
that (greater Singapore would need a greater area to Dlay in 



v U 


than there is in the Botanic arden. The Committee adopted 
my view and recommended that whereas the Sconomic ^arden 
land might well be used for building, the u ard#ns on its 
loss should be compensated by an extension on another side. 

(wvcu) U^Vua 


This extension 


sefve to hold the economic 


fit/'t 


trees which will be lost to the Garden on the loss of the 
present site. 

f 

ST The services and investigations: in prdogress in the 

a djf- txz*. fins* uJ" kk ^A. f 

Economic arden new are:- 

«-e 

ay the supply to the Public of garden stock. On the 

. u 

certain trees which supply the 

seeds and cuttings ifpr this seevioe will be lost, and the 

&A Atj/dUA* J 

service/ interrupted f for instance, the “arders will be unable 

to send out any Brawllnwt seedlings, «d- Brasil cheery seedlings 

*"» *° o1 * - *-«. w. M-a^. .t.. . 













period of year*. Against this break I hare beer able to 
siake some provision by planting a few new tree* during the 
last few ^Tn area Z.: but it ia not much, and new land i» 

| 

required for further planting. 

b) the eelection of fruit tree#, for which purpose ''M'O 

trees hare been planted^ uring the last few years. Th •qf'Xtur 
trees^are young end mynt i f not yet altogether * beyond 

transplanting. If new land be made available at once the 
lose oSU them need not be such more than one years 
growth due to the heavy cutting back that we shall have to 

do to move them. 

c) the earing of the valuable rubber trees 27 and 610. 

For this purpose grove of seedlings - has been raised 

th - t they may be grafted with grafts from the good trees 
and an officer of the MW . Department of Agriculture is in 

Singapore to do the grafting 

d^ a trial of many plant* treated a* annukls* These are 

eaev to transfer* 

%\ the finding of an ideal stock onto which to graft tie 
mangosteen* This work seems certain of interru p tion as the 
saving of the collection of G arcinias appears 

impossible* . 

C k t with the idea of a removal of the Economic Garden 

beiaa forced on me, for some three years I have been 

seeking alternative sites, unT’ through the Settlements I hare 

found /bnly^ ekhat I~ need /in the Province "elleslay. The 

C, - QjuS&? 

land is part of a forest reserve^/ it carries no buildings, 

jhe preoent complete staff of the Economic Garden would 

UnM (a- 

need to be removed to it, buildings^erected 

As the Government is taking from the "ardens land valued iat 

it ought to be generous in starting a new 

station 

























Fruit trees in the Economic Garde* 









•X Avocado Pear 
20 Eugenia bra»ilersis 
20 " nalaccersis 

123 " Unifiers 

16 Rambusteen 

17 Guava (big red fleshed) 

8 Cbilus (6 Grafts from Penang) 
11 Artocarpus irtegrifelia 
7 Diospyrcs discolor 

5 Ranges - 

6 Nepbeleua aalaverse 
4 Sper&ias lutes 

• 9 Nagpur Orange 
251 Plantains 
116 PapayaS 
13J2 Pineapple plants 
48 Cccoanut trees- 
*?3 Brasil nut 
2 Caryecar ruciferu» 
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ECONOMIC GARDENS. 


yphe Committee appointed by His Excellency the Governor, has 
considered the matters included in the terms cf reference set cut in 
the Cclcninl Secretary’s letter (Mo.12856/1920) and begs tc report as 
fellows:- 

* 

(1) The Economic Gardens form an important part cf the general 


area under the Director cf Gardens, and comprise practically the only 
land he has available for experimental work in reference tc economic 
trees, plants and fruits* 


(2) With the exception cf one cr two special trees in the 

d ^ t (J • r j f f . * 

Rubber section, and cne'cr two plots on which experimental work is in 
progress, there is nothing cXMhlgh value in the Economic Gardens at 


O•> t-c!f 11. U&J} &jL t Ca l.."-, * 




present, and the greater part of the area mifeht be diverted tc other 

• • * a / t $ i 

i tCu t . ' u. ' w 

uses, without serious economic less, 

- f -c. —. . . - 


(?)) If such dive sicn took place, however, without ccmpensaticii 


being provided by acquisition cf other lands the work dene by the 
Department which is under the Director cf Gardena would be seriously 
curtailed, and that work is cf importance at present and should be cf 
greater importance in the ^uture as part cf a system which is designed 
tc cover the whole cf the peninsula* 


(4) The Committee are strongly cf opinion that in view cf the 
expansion cf Singapore, the present area cf the Botanical Gardens, 
considered simply from the point cf view cf an open space, is much too 


small, and the extension cf the Gardens ever the area cf the Economic 
Gardens has been contemplated* We^ are convinced, however, that a much 
more advantageous extension c eul*be made by embracing in the Gardens 
area[ thw-whxle...-cx’j a part cf the Tyersall Estate. It should be possible 
tc.aeouire a part cf this estate immediately without serious disturbance 
cf existing interests, and ultimately the whole estate should be taken 
into- the Gardens area # fhis jjculd provide sufficient land for carrying 
on all the Economic experimental work now dealt with by the Director cf 
Gardens, and would result., in- certain valuable sanitary improvements in 
the proximity cf the Tanglin Barracks. As large building areas are- being 


mapped cut beyond Tanglin and the Tyersall Estate, 


it is most desirable 


that action to preserve the only s v it'M'T e 1 ; '; 


r- \ 





















*2 — 


(5) In the event cf the suggestion made in paragraph 4 being 

, — IrCtXXl^J 

adopted, the Committee are cf opinion that the whole area cf the 

present Economic Gardena with a few minor and temporary reservations, 

UaS/a l IXa* <) 

should he made available as building sites. The upper portion could be 

uied at c$oo for the class cf residence mentioned in (b) cf the terms 

- , : CU*d 

cf reference. The level cf the lew lying portion re uires raising, -but 

k i . A i 4 > f 


when that is dene it 


L QwGlMA _■ • ua* ' V * 

be- --y-Rlua^i© builaing lax-id * 


(6) The Committee agree with the views cf the Commission cn 
Profiteering that in the case cf frtit "Government should directly 

assist hy establishing a fruit farm fer the propagation and selection 

L4 tA*rt Vc.cn \ v ca.<,*Aj uV Vd V*. ^ ■ 1 

cf improved varieties"♦ They'are cf opinion pa at hnis could he dene 

y-ery- advantageeusly cn a per-tien cf the area 7/^ich they sug-est should 

* 

he acquired from the Tyersall- Estate * 

(7) With reference to the supnly cf ve^atables, the Committee 
are opinion that continuation, and extension cf such action by 
Government as the Commission cn Pro^iteering refer to in paragraphs 
174, 175 and 176 cf their /Jeccnd Interim Report arc more likely to he 
helpful tc the community than employment cf the whole cr any part cf 
the area cf the Economic hardens for vegatahle growing. 

(8) We new give specific answers tc. the questions put in our 

terms cf reference:- 

• - 

(a) The 'Director cf Gardens should deal with fruit 

&L L vd- LyudU Ua V. -Tv, ;w - +* 

only, and could dc sc mere advantageously cn the 

V. r v V '.J i 

rersall Estate area than cn the Economic Gardens 
area. 

p\ V fiA<’ 

(h) if the Tyersall area is acquired, the wfee-le cf the 

Economic Gardens area, subject tc the small temporary 
reservations already refer-red-'tc , should he made 
available for building^ 

(c) If the Tyersall Estate cannot he acquired it will be 

necessary to retain the greater rertien cf the Economic 
Gardens for the purposes cf the Botanical Department, 
otherwise the practical utility cf t % at department will 

pXAJaXf fl 

he* In the event cf sue! rc lent! cn re o net 


l J *Vvt V 4 
































Consider that the portion* vrhi oh could he given up are suitable for 
the class of houses mentioned in (h) of cur terms of reference. 
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ECONOMIC GARDENS 


The Committee appointed Toy His excellency the Governor, has 
considered the matjters^.included in the terms of reference set out in 
in the Colonial Secret rrffi letter (No. 12856/20) and hegs to 
report as fol&ows:- 

(1) The Economic Gardens form an important part of the general 
area under the Director of Gardens, and comprise parctically M the 
only land he has available for experimental work in reference to 

economic trees, plants and fruits. 

(2) With the exception of one or two special trees in the 

Rubber section and elsewhere there is nothing in the Economic Gardeas 

0 

at present which need stand in the way of the area being utilised for 
building purpose. 

(3) If such utilisation for building took place, however, 
without compensation being provided by acquisition of other lands the 
work done by the Department which is under the Director of Gardens 
would be seriously curtailed, and that work is of importance at prese - 
nt and should be of greater importance in the future, as part ofi a 
system which is designed to cover the whole of the peninsula. 

(4) The further point has to be considered:- The Committee 
are strongly of opinion that in view of the expansion of Singapore, 
the present area of the Botanical Gardens, considered simply from the 
point of view of an open space, is much tpo small, and the MMMMM 
extension of these Gardens over the area of the Economic Gardens Mtiila 
has been contemplated. We are convinced, however, that a much more 
advantageous extension could be made by embracing in the Gardens area 
part of the Tyersall Estate mm which is entirely suitable for such 
extension. As large building areas are being mapped cut beyond Tagglin 
and the Tyersall Estate, it is more desirable that action to presei-ve 
the only suitable area for Gardens extension should be taken at once* 
Inclusion of the area in the Gardens would, it may be pointed out, 
enable valuable sanitary improvements to be made, a matter of impor- 

9 

tance in view of its proximity to Tanglin Barrack es. 

(5) In the event of the suggestion made in para: 4 being 
adopted, the Committee are of opinion that a considerable part of the 
area of the present Economic Gardens would he available as building 





sites* The upper portion which is high land could "be used at 
once for the ifclass of residences mentioned in (b) of the terra 
of reference* The level of the low lying portion require^ rais* 

ing but when that is done if also will be MMUl i mfbUTM valuable 

* 

building land. 

(6) The Committee agree with the views of the Commission 
on Profiteering that in the case of fruit "Government 10000001 
should directly assist by establishing a fruit farm for the 
propagation and selection of improved varieties", but this 
need not necessarily be done entirely within the area of the 
Economic Gardens* 

(7) With reference to the 3upply of vegetables, the 
Committee are of opinion that continuation and extension of 
such action by Government as the Commission on Profiteering 
refer to in paragraphs 174,175 and 176 of their second Interim 
Report are more likely to be helpful to the Community M employ 
ment of the whole or any part of the area of the Econoiruc 

Gardens for vegetable growing* 

(8) We now give specific answeres to the questions put 

in our terms of reference 

(a) The Director of Gardens should deal with fruit 
only* This may be done partly on what would rsaain of the 
Economic Gardens, and partly on land which might be farther 

away from the city. 

(b) If part of the Tyersall Estate is acquired, the 
high land of the Economic Gardens, subject to temporarily 
reservations, should be made available au once for building 
official residences, while, after raising its level, the land 
with frontage to Bukit Tiraah Road could be sold for building 
purposes, and a belt of garden would separate the two groups 

of property. 

(c) If part of the Tyersall Estate cannot be 
acquired it will be necessary to retain the greater portion 
of the Economic Gardens for the purposes of the Botanical 
Department, otherwise the practical^/ utility of that Depart¬ 
ment will be greatly restricted. We don not consider that MM 
the portions which could be given up without obtaning compen- 



f 



% 




sation in the manner we have suggested are suitable for the 
class of houses mentioned in (b) of our terms of reference# 


Sd. F*J*Pigott 
H A. W. Still 
" J.Lornie 
M Lira Boon Keng 
" I.H.Burkill 
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M58IORANDUN UPON THE DIRECTOR OP GARDENS’ 
PROPOSALS FOR THE EXISTING 
___ ICONOKIC GARDENS __ 


On 2.II.30 tile Colonial Engineer called upon me for a report 

t 

upon the Director of Gardena* proposals as formulated in his letter 
of the Ilth, October and although it is unsatisfactory to oppose the 
proposals of another department X feel I must register a protest 
against the scheme as suggested by him. 

In the first place the high ground in the Economic Gardens 
which is of approximately 50 to 55 acres in extent forms one of the 
finest undeveloped building site that there is in the whole of the 
Tanglin area. 

The Collector of Land Revenue has informed me that recent 
sales of building land in this area have taken place at 30 - 40 cent3 
per square foot, assuming the lower figure this makes the value of this 
portion of the Gardena which the Director of Gardens wishes to 
perpetuate for problematic economic purposes at #660,000 to #720,000, 

I suggest that there are many other areas in Singapore which : 
ar* not suitable as building sites and which will mor* efficiently 
fulfil the requirements of the Director of Gardens as areas for 
Economic Experiments and which can be obtained at a tythe of the above 
cost, even if Government have not already land in their possession 
suitable for this purpose. 

His Excellency the Governor has expressed his intention of 
constructing quarters for the Senior Government Officials which shall be 
more fitting as their official residencies than the existing buildings 
now occupied by them. 

The principal difficulty in the erection of such residencies 
finding 

is the MUTMg of suitable sites for same within reasonable distance of 
town and in the Residential area; but this difficulty will be overcome 
if the high ground of the Economic Gardens is reserved for this purpose. 

Summarizing the construction of such houses which will short¬ 
ly be before Government they appear to be as follows:- 

1, Official Residence for Chief Justice, #178000 provided in 
1921 Estimates 

-i-i **-* ■ j -‘ 

2, Suggested Official Residence for H,E, the G # 0, C, Similiar 





# 


Fn / >6 


to R^sidUnc* for Chi<*f Justic**. 

3. Official Residence for the Attorney General* 

4. Official Residence for the Treasurer* 

5. Official Residence for the Colonial Engineer* 

6 # h w H « Director of Medical and Sanitayy 

Service S.S* and E.M.S. 

It is obvious that to meet these requirements it will "be tfHMHM 

✓ 

essential to have some 25 to 30 acres of first class building 
land and unless the Economic Gardens is HIM utilized 0or this 
purpose the acquisition of other suitable land will materially 
delay the suggested construction. 

Re. Residence for Chief Justice it was originally suggested to 
erect this on the Nassim Hill site but this I would submit is 
not now suitable as a Residence for the Chief Justice as it fcs 
ringed round with numerous small houses and a fresh site should 
be chosen. 

Discussing in detail the different features of the T B ttlMMM 
Director of Gardens' proposals. 

(a) He suggests reserving the best portion of this area for 
quareters for the officers of the Gardens Staff "area 1ft marked 
pi#k on plan"* These houses must of necessity be small in view 

JL 

of the salries of the officers who will use them and therefore 


cannot add to the appearance of the district* 

w' 

(b) He suggest concentrating the whole of the labour £ staff 
of the Gardens on the area coloured blue i.e. in close proximity 


to the new European Residences that have been erected M 


umwi 


along Cluny Road, the proper site for such construction is Mi 
the junction of Cluny and Rukit Timah Roads. 

(c) The suggested motor road/ will split up the high S build* 
ing land and also form a most dangerous junction with Cluny 


and Dalveys Roads. 

This new road is constructed should comraenex at the junct¬ 
ion of Dalvey and Nassim Roads and follow the ffiWi lines of 
the, existing Cart roads which acts as the dividing line between 
the high and low ground of the Gardens. 

(d) The most valuable ground/ for the purpose of economic expe 





ry 


experiment appears to be the area coloured red which lies out¬ 
side the cart track* the high ground inside same being of quest¬ 




ionable value for agricultural experiments. 

(e) The draft estimates as far as the P.W.D. work is concerned 
are sufficiently accurate being based on figures supplied unoffi¬ 
cially by this Department. 

(f) The suggestion that most of the valuable trees (specimens) 

» 

could be retained on the high ground if the Director of Gardens* 
proposals were approved would stand good if the area was devoted 
to Official Residences as I suggest that this area should be 
maintanid by Gardens labour on the same lines as Government Domai 
at the present time. 

(g) I do not like the idea either of reclaimimg the yellow area 
by earth obtained from the high ground within the Economic Gard - 
ens the spoil for this reclamation if HMMM desired to proceed 
with it should come from the high ground on the other side of the * 
Bukijr Timah Road thus leaving the whole of the high ground with¬ 
in the Economic Gardens unspoiled for Residential purposes. 

In para: 135 page A. 29 of the recommendations of the Hous¬ 
ing Commission it was therein suggested that this portion of tbe 
Economic Gardens should be utilized for building purposes. As ±t 
is Absolutely wasted as Economic Gardens'* and my proposals MMM 
merely provide for a reduction in the number of houses to be 
constr cted on this property in order to comply with the require¬ 
ments of His Excellency the Governor to provide suitable sites 
for Residencies for the more important officials of the Colony. 

Sd. T.E.Kinder 
Executive Engineer 


i 


11 sh. October, 1920 


o>? mu co.i''lsxjs uxn.isvno’j of tig; 

BJOSUHIC GAiiDKSJ, singaboke, 


Sir, 




\ 

# \ 


I am instructed to forward to you the enclosed. 


memorandum. noon the cor otete utilisation of the Flconomi 
harden. 'the proposals made in it, and endorsed "by th* 
Com! ttoe for the 'snagenent of these Gardens may he 
set forward seriatim thu®:- 


A # to ret rid of about *>.a acres of land, being the 
frontages towards Bu3c.it TJmah Hoad and cart of Tinny Road, 

B. to decide upon a policy of years regarding the 
res# of the Economic Garden, in this way:- 

to keep the ridge coloured red on the map for the quarter 
of the Kur Juean staff and Field Assistants, 

;o K.eep a 3 now the purple area for lines for javanese 


coolies, and for watchmen, 
to allot the blue area for lines for taraiis, 

* 

s 

to carry forward as commenced the planting of the 
orange area with fruit trees, clean weeded, 
to carry on as now planting the f’-reen area with 
©''Pcirnen economic trees in grass, 

to allot the red area and the nart of the yellow 
area to be retained to clean weeded cultivation of the 
..kitchen garden kind, i.e. to fruits and vegetables, etc. 
C. to raise above flood-level the part of the yellow 
area retained, getting the soil for the purpose from the 
only reasonable source within the conor ic * arden, name¬ 
ly tlie blue area, oefore transferring the tamil lines, 

£ to increase work on fruit trees, as in ray letter to 


* 


you no. 87/20 of 27th.Aug.,192 u , using the orange, and the 
part 

retained XK9HK of the yellow area, subject to ©one slight 
rectification of the boundaries between the red and the 
yellow arc & c. Thi 0 increas© invelves the bui1ding 0 f 
quarters within the pink arcs, for an officer who will 
take charge cf the intenser operation# contemplated* 


g, Please note that this is 
ut il 1 sat i on* S oh er e r» in the pp et 
with cbjccte involving colcul&tiora 
object, and not centomniating cornu 


t scheme of complete 
there have been, schemes 
of costs, based or the 
lately utilising the ground 


0 o that parte of the harden have remained uncared for. 

The time hap now come when there should be no uncared for 

ground 'within Municipal limits, 

j i{ t the cost in the Memorandum is worked out upon the 

assumption that the coolie 1 © wage will be 65 cents per 

# 

diem. The General Labour Committee i~ their recent repoet, said 
that an estate labourer's wage should be equivalent to the cost Of 


a gfcntang of rlcej and X believe that a. gantang ol rice is cxpectt-c* 
to cone down to about 65 cents next year. You will observe that 
after an initial expenditure of #105,520 maintenance is set down 

4 

at $ 36 , 56 ^. At the present time the Economic Garden is cost- 

f 

ing about one half of that, the difference being chiefly in the 
labour bill. Wages are above my figure; and labour is in deficit 

, i ' 

of what was aimed at when the last budget was drawn up. 

The cost would be a little reduced if Mr Haniff, now 
Held-Assistant in Penang, should be appointed to the control of 
the Economic Garden work in the piece of the suggested European 
officer; but should he be appointed I must 4tn justice to rim 
ask for some concession to him. With that matter I need not 
further burden this letter. 

4. Til© Gardens Committee wish me to make two state¬ 
ments; that the fruit work will be essentially commercial 

before it is experimental, i.e. that fruit trees will be put on 


1 


-b. sale without waiting for any improvements from the investi¬ 
gations on methods of propagation or for the search lor 
better races, and (ii) that the soil of the Hoonomic Garden 
is amenable to good cultivation as has been dmonstrated by th 
the excellent crops raised under Mr. Mathieu. 

5 The Committee is aware that proposals exist for 
the planting of' an area of fruit in connection with the 
aterfall Gardens at Penang, and also at Kuala Lumpur: otherwise 
they would have wished the area in Singapore much greater. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 


Director of G ar £ en0# S.S. 

The Hon cut r able 

the Colonial Secretary, 

Singapore. 
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T.zvn the Ardens Oms&itkM asked me .to put lip 
zoyr p Ians - f or the c omp 1 e t e utilis i on ef tj -e a r e a ® -• 

I was ' abeut to start for Europe, 
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LABOUR FOB THE EOONOMIC GARDEN 


2 mandore getting 80 cents p,d* * the no* as now 


labour for metalled road , at 
$150 per mile 

for unmetailed roads 3 men at 
fL 65 cents p*d* 

for «3 ac^ec of the yellow area 
&t4f2 men per acre 
for 12 acres the red area at 
3 men per acre 
for 25 acres the green area at 

1 man per two acres 

for 12 acres the orange area at 

2 men per acre 

for 4 acres t the pink area at 
li men per acre 

for the tamil lines caretaker and 
cook 

for three watchmen 

pay 15-1A-2C average taken 
as 18 p,m. 


to be on the P.W*^* vote 
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rubber leased, sago neglected 
at present 
the rate is as now 

fewer are employed ^iow 

half the area is cultivated now 


as now( Javanese do*V»charged to 
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one and a cooly employed now 
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When the Gardens 1 Committee asked me to put up ray pirns 
for the complete utilisation of the o< the Economic Gtxdei-, 

I about to start for Europe, end' the note rfcich I posted back 
from Aden wee not as finished as I desired# The following 1- 

f 

substituted for that note, 

I would remind the Cooamittee fire j fcfct Bra kish 
Crordcnr a't inr. itUviUnc alike for ecuo- ticn • -nd fox research* set 

r 

•ut in the manner of parks because the necessity of irregular 
open cultivation enables them t# serve also as places fer public 
recreation; therefore, seeing that places fer recreation are 
necessary in town areas, the governments concerned can afford to be 
mere liberal towards the botanic aspect than their views might 
otherwise 1st them or the set tf an unenlightened part of the 
community demand* and this especially in such measure as the &&&*■ 

public is attracted to the education offered; 

Secondly* as regards the Singapore Gardens, I would 

make four postulates;-* 

i. that among the first duties of these Gardens is the 
securing of desirable plants with a view to their propogatien 
and distribution, some of which plants may not be beautiful to 
look at, and consequently are best segregated from the most attra- 
ctive parts of the Gardens; yet tfcr should not be beyond the eaey 
reach of the public, nor grown without some means being taken to 

induce the public bo look at them* 

ii. that the quarters for the staff should be segregated 

also within the Gardens' limits, those of the superior staff not 
merely for the staff* convenience but because they are cusu*aians / 
and thdse of the labour to save time Bfflfli in getting to wok. 

iii. that the"Botanie Gardens", Singapore, with an area 
of 84 acres is too M^ll to he by itself a first class garden, 
and needs a large part #f the Economic Garden^ to maintain it so. 
(That 84 acres is a small area can be seen by comparing the area 
of other tropical gardens e.g. Buitenzorg 145 acres and also 
with experimental area# and a hill garden, Peradeniya 150 acre* 

and also an experimental area Georgetown, Demerara 150 ano 
town parks and oxperimontal grounds, Jamaica, 210 «.cres, and 
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i ' 


\ 

* 







Calcutta 214 acres, and also town gardens) 

iv, that the slepes in the Ecenomic Gardens, because 
irregular epen cultivation must be resorted to in dealing with 
many ef the plants requiring room there, can reasonably be 
maintained as lawns planted with trees in landscape fashion , 
and that such a part ef the Garden being the most attractive 
to the refainary visiter sholud be readed to induce him to 
approach the ecenomic plants desirable fer a thrusting inte 

o 

netice: further that the houses ef the European staff should 
look sut unto tidy grsunds, and may reasonably face these 
slepes; but that ceelies, seme among them thieves as regards 
edible prsduce and untidy as regards their surreundings, 
should be housed en the margin of the grounds, and fenced off. 
In accordance with the views expressed in the above 
postulates I believe that the Ecenomic Garditt' ought to MH be 
firmly binrgiK built inte the Betanic Gardens, and devcleped in 
the following way, I make my proposals categorically, 

I # That a metalled read be made in centinuation ef KOI 

the part ef Garden Read within the Gardens, upon the line 
indicated in the map. Garden Read in 24 feet wide, and the 
Arberetum Read (this name I prepose fer it) weuld have the 

same breath. It weuld start frem a circle sn Cluny Rsad, and 

• / 

in this way the imprevement if the Dalvey Read entrance t# the 
Betanic Garden (which improvement the Committee has so much 
urged on the Municipality) weuld be effected. The road is 
planned, in addition to admitting the carriage public, to 
serve the quarters of the superier staff, and the Ecenomic 
Garden Office, to have very easy gradients, and to cest the 
Gardens no valuable trees, 

2, That the area in green, being the slopes, be 

kept as new in grass planted with trees. It will held abeut 
M# mere trees. It needs mere labour and attention than it 

gets nsw. 

That the area coloured pink, being the ridge 
be reserved for the houses of the European staff, these ef the 
watchmen and the so called afctist*© quarters being removed 
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0 


&b s®9ii as their great disrepair makes them no longar worth 
retaining* Two good houses new exist within the are.* with 
their fronts east or south east, and another house (that for 
the Assistant Curator for town gardens and parks, a sanction 
©& pest) has “been asked for: a fourth house is likely tc be 
r e qu i r o d 1 at e r. 

4* That the tamil lines be removed rv soon r,s possi- 

blo from their control posit ion upon t-.ie proposed road// 


C' 


to the nargin of the Garden* preferably the Clary Hoed edg 
so that after hours the labour may have ho reason for 
getting among experimental plots* These lines are disre- 
pu t ab 1 j dc c ay od * 

* r 

5 That thu orange, red and part of 'km jv-ltow I 

areas be kept for clean weeded cultivation* the part of the 

yellow area required being raised eighteen inches so m&mv 

as to be above flood level* The floods now so common, arise 

as a consequence of the clearing of the land towards Bukit 

Timah and Holland Road: they did not occur fifty years ago 

♦ 

when the rain ran off the land more slowly, nor, commonly, 
even thirty years ago. They new rise even MMMM over the 

riding track* The soil needed 1b roughly 902,160 cubic feet, 

which I can get from one piece only, the area marked blue* 

That rree cut down to the level of 01any Road, and back ISO 

feet would afford «. convenient site for the Tunil lines. 

Therefore 


o. 


Tli^gEbrb: that the arse in blue, now planted 


with putts tab an, be u"od ~ u filling, rid '.:ho iuull 1:L 
transferred to it afterwards * 

7, Th.c. t the balance of cbout two thirds of the 

yellow area, net being required, be got rid off. This? part 
she »ld be the road frontages roughly s? marked on the large 
rap removing say 24 acres f the garden*} and 




14 acres ^ this low lying ground in the Gardenr * 
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F*'/33 


commenced ir. the sago blocks -with the substitution ©f popsy? 
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4 . n 1 plaint* ;l r crop ~ , t■ e c « k ei r: g gr cwn far 11 ~ purp c ^ a s " 
of selection -.4id ik/j rai-mny of *t >.ek ; .pen lh« d. > d: i c * 
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